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www.buffaloforafrica.org
Buffalo for Africa is a movement to raise awareness about the genocide that is happening in Darfur, Africa and other human rights’ violations in Africa and promote education.  We are using the website as a way to communicate about all of the wonderful things that are happening in WNY to raise awareness, to educate our citizens, to promote character and compassion and to showcase the talent/goodness that the people of our city possess, especially students.  

History/Events: 2006-2007

1. Buffalo for Africa was born! We couldn’t sit idle while hundreds of thousands were and still are being tortured, murdered and are displaced from their homes in Darfur.  (The website was put together by Jeremy Garcia.)
2. Teachers and other members of the community attended a workshop sponsored by the Holocaust Resource Center of Buffalo.  (It was very informational and a rude awakening!  Teachers left with wonderful teaching tools:  power points, dvds, handouts on the history and ideas for the classroom).
3. A Book Club was started in some English classes at Frontier.  The book they are reading and discussing is:  Left to Tell (Written by a survivor of the Rwandan Holocaust) (Lauren Newman)
4. The movie “Hotel Rwanda” was shown at Frontier.  We wanted to begin to raise awareness about the genocide that occurred in Rwanda and to say that is still happening.  (The world said, “NEVER AGAIN.”)
5. Genocide in Darfur power point presentations were made and discussions about being a refugee, etc. during Foreign Language Week at Frontier.
6. T-Shirts were ordered using our logo.  We are very proud of the design.  Work done by Graphic Designer:  Colleen Coster.
7. “Invisible Children” was brought to Frontier!  This is a documentary about the displaced children in Uganda. (The response to this film has been INCREDIBLE!!!!!!!!)  Students are so enthused about helping those in need in Africa.  
8. Students from Frontier attended “Displace Me” event that is sponsored by “Invisible Children.”  It is an overnight sleep out to experience what it is like to be displaced from your home. 
9. “Dine for Darfur” is a Spaghetti Dinner that took at Frontier High School.  (Tina’s Italian Kitchen sponsored).  Many students and faculty donated desserts and soft drinks.
10. Buffalo Marathon: Many people ran in relay teams, the half marathon or full marathon. We had Saturday group runs and ran for the cause.
11. Schools are on board!  Many schools are supporting Buffalo for Africa including:  Frontier, Hamburg, Lakeshore, Buffalo, Canisius High School, Canisius College, UB, Pioneer, Springville, Buffalo Schools, Emerson and Buffalo State.  We have contacted many schools and anticipate more interest.  Many schools are joining our running team, having their club hold events, etc.  (Hamburg High School is totally on board! They are joining us for the spaghetti dinner, buying t-shirts and holding a “Darfur Awareness Week.”)  (West Seneca performed at the Spaghetti Dinner! A Kindergarten class sang “What a Wonderful World” by Louis Armstrong)
12. Rally in Niagara Square in Buffalo!!!! Community members, 5 area schools and several guest speakers attended. The media was there and 2 clips were shown on the news. We had a balloon release to demonstrate the lives killed in Darfur.  We had an African Musical Selection and it was a huge success!
13. A Cookbook with a Conscience is an International collection of recipes submitted by Frontier students. (Maria Wilcox)
14. “Lock-In” at Frontier High School! Several activities were planned.  Proceeds benefited Buffalo for Africa. (Sue Haefner)
15. Frontier High School held an after school workshop and collected items for refugees in the Buffalo area. This event was coordinated with BFA & with the International Institute of Buffalo.  Students learned about local refugees in our area.
16. In-Flight: (Frontier’s Newspaper) featured an article about Buffalo for Africa.
17. The Hamburg Sun featured an article about our movement and events.
18. Rich Kellman from Channel 2 did a story about Buffalo for Africa and is on their website.
19. Students from Frontier High School participated in a Leadership Workshop and many projects were born from this event to raise awareness:  Students developed school wide events to help Darfur, created “Paper Dolls” to show the number of people who have been killed/displaced, created a Display in our school and created:  “A Week of Change.”    (This is a Darfur Awareness Week) Some events include:  classes collect change for the cause, wear your Buffalo for Africa t-shirt day, daily announcements with facts on Darfur and quotes, wear a hat and pay a buck (only if you have your BFA sticker), paper doll chain, etc. (“You must be the change you want to see in the world.”  --Gandhi
20. Schools from WNY held various events to raise awareness.
To date:  Over $10,000 was collected for the IRC!!!!

History/Events: 2007-2008

1. Buffalo for Africa was present at a Family Fun Day at Frontier High School in December to raise awareness with O Ambassadors.  Several schools were present and the day was a huge success!  (Press coverage for the event!)

2. Several schools across WNY continue raising awareness about human rights atrocities in Africa.  Continue to check our website for updates.

3. Buffalo for Africa has copyrighted its logo and we are in the stages of becoming non-for profit.  A Board has been established and meetings continue to network and do community outreach.

4. Several schools have contacted us to conduct presentations at their schools.  

5. Summer Institute is in the works for summer of 2008 for high school students. BFA, along with the Holocaust Resource Center, are hosting this wonderful leadership program for students from area schools. (A link is available online now!)

6. BFA will have relay teams running for the 2nd year in the Buffalo Marathon.  We had over 70 runners last year wearing Buffalo for Africa T-Shirts!

7. The BFA Website continues to be amended. Thanks to Colleen and Jeremy, we have many more links and information for our community. Merchandise is also available on-line!

8. Students from FHS met with Assemblyman Jack Quinn to discuss our group and try and create a partnership with him.

9. Meeting at City Hall and Mayor Brown’s Office to explain goals of BFA, network, create partnerships, work on Rally, and discuss possibility of a Sister City in Africa.  We met with the Art of Dialogue as well.

10. Movie Night was hosted at FHS to raise awareness about the situations in various parts of Africa.  

11. Buffalo for Africa Presentations in the Buffalo Schools!  We had two successful presentations at Pinnacle Charter School to help them celebrate Black History Month and cultural diversity.  They are selling cookbooks to benefit BFA! We visited Performing Arts and East High School was present.

12. Travel/Volunteer Trips are being researched.

13. Panel Night is being planned to host a variety of refugee service specialists and other local organizations to inform our community.

14. Collection for local refugees is planned at FHS.  Our “Celebration of Giving” Party will consist of food, party favors and the International Institute will do a presentation. Local refugees will be present for a visit with our students.  Items collected will be sent to the International Institute.

15. Rally in Niagara Square took place in May for PEACE. We are working with local schools, businesses, colleges, and politicians to make this a huge success. We will have live music and many special invited guests.  We are paying tribute to John Granville at this event. 

16. Happy Hour at Gordon’s.  We had a great turn out! Kevin McCarthy played and many people came out to support BFA and to pay tribute to John Granville.

17. Summer Institute was held at Hamburg High School for students. Check our website for the AMAZING details!!!!

18. Drew Beiter won the Irena Sendler Award.
19. BFA Logo was copyrighted.
**We would like to take the opportunity to honor Buffalo’s John Granville (US Diplomat) who was recently killed in the Sudan on a peacekeeping mission. He was a dear friend of many in our community and was a true humanitarian.

History/Events: 2008-2009

1. Board was formally adopted and we became incorporated.
2. University at Buffalo Law School helped us:  Non-for Profit Status!!!
3. Hamburg High School, Frontier High School & Springville Middle School are very proactive with students to promote globalization, teach tolerance, educate students on atrocities in Africa, and promote human rights.  (Some activities include:  meetings, movie days, letter writing campaigns, etc.)

4. Field Trip to St. Bonaventure University to see presentation by Immaculée Ilibagiza.
5. Family Fun Day at Frontier High School:  vendors, games, crafts, exhibits, Santa, Bills Game, Peace Promotion, etc. (Open to community)
6. Outreach & Collaboration with WNY Schools. 
7. Happy Hours at 67 West.

8. Travel to California for Maria Shriver’s Women’s Conference.
9. Commendation for BFA by the Erie County Legislature.
10. Meeting with Hamburg, BFA, BOCES, Summer Institute Committee, Holocaust Resource Center to discuss plans for Summer Institute and grant writing.

11. New Merchandise!! (T-Shirts, Bracelets, & Travel Mugs.)
12. Outreach with local refugees from Rwanda, Sudan, Somalia, etc.
13. Film Festival & Celebration of Giving at Market Arcade Theatre to show Sometimes in April. and collect items for local refugees. 

14. BFA Presentations at area schools (Timon’s Dine for Darfur, etc.)

15. Poster Contest for students across WNY. The theme will be “Resistance.”
16. Women’s Conference at the Rich’s Atrium (March 28th)
17. BFA:  Keynote Speaker for Annual ECASB Dinner on.  We will present on our group, which will tie in with the theme of "Imagine Africa."
18. Calendar Project:  Working with Colette from Rwanda

19. Meetings with Mayor’s Office:  Create Sister-City in Rwanda

20. Travel to Africa:  Summer Institute Committee

21. Grant Writing
22. Summer Institute

History/Events: 2009-2010
1. Peace Rally:  September 21st:  Niagara Square (International Peace Day, Mayor participates, etc.)

2. Updates to Website

3. Created Link for BFA School Chapters

4. Travel to California for Maria Shriver’s Women’s Conference.
5. Happy Hour at The Big Tree 

6. Flapjack Fundraiser:  Applebee’s in Hamburg (Huge Success!!!) Over 50 high school volunteers participated!

7. Family Fun Day:  Frontier Middle School.  (Another success!!  So many high school students volunteered their time. We had displays, vendors, games, Santa, face-painting, crafts, & Blasdell Pizza donated delicious pizzas again!)

8. Collection to assist local Sudanese refuges. We worked with ROTA to adopt the family.
9. VDay Celebration:  Film Night at Market Arcade:  Until the Violence Stops

10. Girls’ Night Out!!  (Night out at Hutch’s & proceeds to adopt a “sister” with Women for Women International)

11. 2nd Annual Empowering Women’s Conference:  A Celebration of Women at Rich’s Atrium (Keynote Speakers:  Maureen Orth & Janet Snyder)

12. Happy Hour on April 9th
13. Grant Writing for Travel to Muhanga District (Our Sister City)

14. Promotional DVD being made!!!

15. BFA Brochure created

16. ROTA Presentation at Frontier High School 

17. Movie Night at Frontier High School
